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Minutes of the Meeting of Longcot Parish Council 
on Tuesday 1 |July 2025 7pm 

held in St Mary’s Church Hall, Longcot 
In attendance.  
Council members. 
Andi Cunningham, Chair, John Barneby, Neil Campbell, and Tina Brock, Clerk. 
County Councillor. CC Emma Markham. 
District Councillor. DC Viral Patel, 
Visitors. 1 resident. 
91/25 Apologies for Absence.  
Amy Cooper (prior commitment) Alan Rich (prior commitment) and DC Katherine Foxhall 
(prior commitment). These apologies were received. 
92/25 Variance of business. None. 
93/25 Declarations of interests. None. 
94/25 Public Participation. 
CC Markham submitted a written report, see appendix 1. 
95/25 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 29 May 2025. 
Council resolved to approve the minutes which were signed by the Chair. 
 
FINANCE 
96/25 Payments of Accounts. 
Table 1 List of receipts received. 

Statutory Power Receipts received Description Total 
Small Holdings and 
Allotments Act 1908 

Mr Cooper Allotment rent £40.00 

Council resolved to authorise the payments.  
John Barneby and Neil Campbell signed the invoices as proof of authorisation. 
Table 2 List of expenditure. 

Statutory Power Payments due: Description Total 

DD Telecom Act 1984 

s97 
EE Mobile – May £19.15 

DD Small Holdings and 

Allotments Act 1908 
Castle Water Allotment water £5.28 

BACS LGA1972 s111 Lloyds Bank Bank charges £4.25 

EP306 LGA1972 s112 Inland Revenue Apr-Jul Tax £199.80 

EP307 LGA 1972 S112 T Brock June salary £266.60 

EP308 LGA 1972 s140 Zurich Council insurance to 31 May 
2026 

£471.00 

 
PLANNING 
97/25 Submitted planning application(s).  
Council would submit the following comments. 
Table 3 List of submitted planning applications. 

Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

i P24/V2279/FUL 
amended details 

The Homestead, Kings Lane, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7SS 
Erect single self-build dwelling and garage (as amended by plans and 
additional information received 19/5/2025). 
Objects. 
Longcot objects to this application for the following reasons: 
 
Longcot Is a small village and is a Tier 4 designated village within 
South and Vale and as such are very much objecting to this 
development being on the outside of the envelope of the village also 
acknowledged in the email sent by Ken Dijksman when stating “we 
agree that The Homestead is not currently within the built-up area of 
the village” 
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Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

Longcot Parish council are glad that the ‘Village Context ‘has been 
referred to as Longcot Parish Council has always been in support of 
correct and lawful development to meet local needs. Council very 
much welcomed the new homes at Kings Farm Close and look forward 
to the houses being completed next to The Homestead that have 
planning permission as stated for 8 semi-detached homes as set out in 
both P17/V3397/LDP and P20/V043/LDP. Due to these plans being in 
place Longcot Parish Council are able to define the envelope of the 
village. 
 
Longcot Parish Council Acknowledge the addition of a pitched roof on 
the design of the building in the application, but the view of Council is 
that the look and feel is too severe and urban and does not fit in with 
the surroundings and its village streetscape. 
 
Longcot Parish Council have looked at the definition on the 
Government website of ‘Previously Developed Land’ and totally 
disagree that this can be used within this context within this position 
within this application which is a garden belonging to The Homestead 
affording a beautiful rural landscaped garden beside a riverbank which 
is just so valuable to wildlife within our rural setting. 
 
Longcot parish council have studied the updated drainage information 
and do not feel that it meets the requirements in such a situation. It 
states that there is a ‘private treatment system’ into the River Ock but 
gives no information regarding this private treatment system.  The 
information does state that the drainage servicing the existing property 
lies outside the planning permission and therefore we actually have no 
details to this private treatment system as to the type, or what volumes 
etc is being discharged into the River Ock. The amended plans state 
the connection of the sewer will be CCTV surveyed as part of ‘the 
works’ to ensure that the sewers are in a serviceable condition and no 
photographs could be taken due to the vegetation and the river - not 
even of the vegetation and the river to show as such.  With such a 
large property being proposed, such elementary conditions such as 
actual sewerage planning, we consider fundamental especially with 
such close proximity to a river. 

98/25 Submitted planning application(s).  
Council would submit the following comments. 
Table 4 List of withdrawn planning applications. 

Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

i P25/V0973/LDP Eyrie, Mallins Lane, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7TE 
Rear single storey extension to detached property, internal alterations, 
and demolition of a timber lean-to conservatory to the side. Works to 
include changes to the fenestration. 

 

HIGHWAYS 
99/25 Update on any matters. None 
 
PLAY AREA & TRACK 
100/25 Mower Maintenance. 
Nothing to report. 
101/25 Play area. 
Nothing to report. 
102/25 Track.  
Nothing to report. 
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103/25 Update on other current matters. None 
 
ALLOTMENTS 
104/25 Update on any matters.  
The Chair would contact Gary Holcombe to collect the allotment rent. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
105/25 Next meeting of the Parish Council. 
TBC 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
 
 
Signed…..........................................Date…..................................2025 
 
Appendix 1. 

Monthly Oxfordshire County Councillor update 
Cllr Emma Markham - Oxfordshire County Council, Shrivenham Division 

The Green Party   Real Hope  Real Change 
 
 
Overview: 
The Lib Dems have formed the cabinet in OCC and have stated that the focus will be on: 
- Climate action 
- Sustainable economic growth 
 
My roles: I will be involved in the following committees: 
- Education and Young Peoples Scrutiny Committee 
- Fosters group 
- Uniformed Fire officers’ group 
 
 
Local Government reorganisation:  
There is a lot of discussion the proposed new Unitary Councils. In Oxfordshire we have three 
options which can be found here. There are various consultations, data collecting and 
petitions surrounding these. (I attended the VoWH District Council consultation on Friday 
27th June in Faringdon to understand their proposals, as OCC and DC are submitting 
separate proposals) Whilst the link states the single unitary for Oxfordshire is the OCC’s 
preferred route, I understand most residents in rural communities favour the creation of the 
Ridgeway Unitary, and I will be championing our rural community’s needs.  
 
SEND Improvement:  
Oxfordshire County Council has provided evidence to the Parliamentary Education Select 
Committee’s inquiry into solving the national SEND crisis. Its evidence focuses on actions 
required to stabilise the system, such as increased funding, which would then allow more 
time for necessary medium to long-term reforms to be implemented. More detail can be 
found here. I will continue to highlight SEND issues on behalf for all parents and carers in 
the region and work to see improvements.  
 
Drain clearing:  
OCC has committed to cleaning every roadside gully, drain and manhole every year for the 
duration the current term. This is an annual investment of £2.6m, will be completed by the 
end of March each year, and involves 145,000 drains, gullies and manholes. (more here). I 
have been actively working with highways, as I know many of our villages have experienced 
road flooding issues, and they have promised that all village drains within the division will be 
cleared by the end of July.  
 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation
https://www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk/spending-review-2025-ccn-response/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/every-roadside-drainage-gully-to-be-cleaned-this-year/
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Active travel routes: 
A new cycle and walking route has been proposed, connecting Swindon to Wantage/Didcot. 
This is in the very early stages of an outline proposal and currently has no funding allocated. 
This could potentially utilise the disused towpath from the canal along the A420, to provide a 
safe route into Swindon.  
 
Wicklesham Quarry development: 
This was due to be taken to planning committee in July but has now been postponed until 
September.  
 
Speed limit changes to the A420: 
There has been recent press coverage of new average speed cameras to be implemented 
on the A420 and a lowering of the speed limit in some sections. I am arranging a meeting 
with Thames Valley Police, who are in charge of speed enforcement, to understand potential 
rollout dates.  
 
Current consultations 
Ridgeway Unitary survey: VoWH DC is running public drop-in events and are asking the 
public to submit responses to some questions will help the council develop their proposal 
and ensure it's informed by local opinions. This survey is open until midnight on Wednesday 
16 July 2025. https://ridgewaycouncil.org/home 
 
Congestion Charge (Oxford):  
With the Botley Road still closed, it has been suggested that a temporary Congestion 
Charge is put in place to reduce traffic and pollution in Oxford and to enable the public 
services to run on time. This will then morph into the previously agreed filter system once the 
Botley Road is open. The survey is now open and can be found here: Responses should be 
submitted by 11:59pm on Sunday 3 August 2025. 
 
Adults Learning Disability Plan 2025 – 2035: 
We want to hear what residents think about the vision, themes, aims and key priorities of the 
Draft Oxfordshire Learning Disability Plan 2025-2035. The survey is here and runs to 13th 
July (midnight) 
 
Visits and engagements 
On the 25th on June I attended the Defence Academy in Shrivenham for the annual MOD vs 
Shrivenham Cricket match, which was a fantastic evening of cricket, highlighting many of the 
talented new players who have recently revitalised Shrivenham’s team, including some from 
the Afghan relocation program. Shrivenham cricket team compete in the Wiltshire league 
and are winning matches and rapidly moving up the ranks! The club are now looking for 
additional funding to purchase new practice cages and nets to further increase their training 
capacity.   
 
On the 30th of June I attended a site visit to Faringdon Quarry, operated by Grundon’s, to see 
their operation. They are primarily extracting Coxwell Self-Binding Path Gravel, which is 
exclusive to this region and is used in major parks such as Hyde Park in London. The site is 
also currently home to a colony of sand martins, which are nesting in the exposed sandy 
walls of the quarry -these birds are protected by law and so excavation in that area is halted 
during nesting season. This site is also being subleased by Wiltshire Cement, I raised the 
issue of cement spillages and they are communicating this to their drivers. If you have any 
issues with cement spillages, please contact the general manager Will Hanson on 
07985675251 or will.hanson@wiltshirehbm.com and he will have the issue immediately 
addressed and cleaned up.  
 
On the 1st of July I visited the new SEND school opening in Shrivenham and met with 
headteacher Gail Prince, the school will be enrolling 5 or 6 students in its first year, but 
slowly expanding to a capacity of 55 students, opening in Sept 2025, focusing on students 
with academic high-functioning autism ages 9-16. Students need an EHCP and a formal 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/congestion-charge
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ld-plan-2025
mailto:will.hanson@wiltshirehbm.com


16 

diagnosis of autism and can be referred by OCC. Class size will be roughly 5 students, with 
one teacher and one TA per class. The school is holding a community open day on the 14th 
of July between 3-5pm. More information: www.aspriscs.co.uk/aspris-ridgeway-school  
 
Parish matters 
 
Ashbury 
Double yellow lines - Enforcement of parking restrictions is subcontracted to Trellint, contact 
parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk for more information.  
Potential development of 31 homes on Idstone Road, Ashbury consultation 
Tripping hazard on the Ridgeway path near Ashbury – being investigated 
Road flooding – drains due to be cleared by end of July 
 
Bourton 
Rural internet - Open Reach will be providing fibre broadband in 2027 
Road safety improvements and lowering speed limits – raised with the Highways team 
 
Childrey 
Rural internet – Open Reach will be providing fibre broadband by end of 2026 
Lowering speed limits – raised with the Highways team. Asking about support for speed 
indicator signs.  
Willow tree touching overhead cables – this has now been cut back 
 
Fernham 
Blocked drains causing road flooding – all drains will be cleared by the end of July 
 
Compton Beauchamp 
Lowering speed limits – raised with the Highways team 
 
Kingston Lisle and Fawler 
Support for rural bus service -being raised 
 
Letcombe Bassett 
Warning horses signage requested near racing yard -requested  
 
Letcombe Regis 
Potholes and road repairs – these have been raised with the highways team 
Flood resilience – raise this with the flood team at OCC and planning to attend flood meeting  
 
Little Coxwell 
Wicklesham quarry -planning committee meeting delayed to Sept 2025 
 
Longcot 
Flooding and sewage issues -raised with the flood team 
Potentially unauthorised removal of a hedgerow – raised with OCC tree officer 
 
Shrivenham 
Parking -The parking scheme is being reviewed this month 
New SEND school opening in September 
 
Sparsholt 
Lowering speed limits – raised with the Highways team 
 
 
Uffington 
Rural bus service 68 -working with East Challow, Pullmans and OCC transport team to find 
solutions.  
Blocked drains causing road flooding – all drains will be cleared by the end of July 

http://www.aspriscs.co.uk/aspris-ridgeway-school
mailto:parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Watchfield 
No access to HGVs on Chapel hill– raised with highways 
Highways inspector is doing his annual road inspections in the region this month 
 
 


