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Meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting for the Longcot Parish Council 
on Thursday 29 May 2025 7pm 

held in St Mary’s Church Hall, Longcot 
In attendance.  
Council members. 
Andi Cunningham, Chair, John Barneby, Neil Campbell, Alan Rich, and Tina Brock, Clerk. 
County Councillor. CC Emma Markham. 
District Councillor. DC Viral Patel, 
Visitors. 1 resident. 
01/25 Apologies for Absence.  
Amy Cooper (prior commitment) and DC Katherine Foxhall (prior commitment). These 
apologies were received. 
02/25 Report from the Chair. 
Firstly, I would like to thank Gary Holcombe who is doing a fantastic job looking after the 
allotments and the amazing volunteers who cut the Dash play park, The Green and other 
grass areas in the parish.  
Recently there was a sewage back up spilling into a resident’s garden and coming very 
close to entering the property. An unknown manhole was discovered under shrubs which 
was meant to take surplus sewage from the main sewer. Thames Water attended and 
managed to blast out two fat bergs. The Thames Water operatives said that a survey should 
be carried out to make sure the sewer was clear, and the manhole was added to the map of 
the sewer system. I would be contacting Thames Water to request a survey of this part of the 
sewer system. 
I am pleased to report that the number of hedgehogs has increased in the parish and would 
investigate if a hedgehog sign could be erected on Fernham Road. 
03/25 Report from outside bodies. 

i. County Councillor Emma Markham reported. 
The Chair congratulated Emma on her election as County Councillor for the Shrivenham and 
Watchfield division. 
Emma said she was getting up to speed and would be covering 15 parishes and was hoping 
to attend all parish council meetings.  
The Chair asked if Emma could double check the A420 emergency plan to make sure that 
traffic is not sent down Kings Lane and requested that the emergency plan is shared with 
Wiltshire police. 
CC Markham left the meeting. 

ii. District Councillor Viral Patel reported. 
I have had the pleasure to support 12 parishes with varying problems. 
DC Patel left the meeting. 
04/25 Questions from the electorate. None. 
 

Followed by the Meeting of the Annual Meeting of Longcot Parish Council 
62/25 Election of Chair. 
Alan Rich nominated Andi Cunningham, seconded by John Barneby, and unanimously 
agreed. 
63/25 Variance of business. None. 
64/25 Declarations of interests. None. 
65/25 Public Participation. None. 
66/25 Register of Member’s Interests. 

Annual review. Under the Council's Code of Conduct, Members are required to set 
out their interests under the appropriate headings and to make amendments when 
appropriate. Details are held on the Vale of the White Horse District Councils website 
and amendment forms are available from the Clerk. 

67/25 Council, Procedures, Policies and Information and Guidance Documents. 
Council noted the next review date is 25 October 2025. The Clerk checks for any 
amendments to the documents which would be amended and brought to Council for 
approval prior to the review date. 
68/25 Standing Orders. 
Council reviewed and approved the Standing Orders.  
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69/25 Financial Regulations 2025. 
Council reviewed and approved the Financial Regulations.  
70/25 Register of Assets 2024/2025 end of year. 
Council reviewed and approved the register.  
71/25 Bank Signatories. 
Council approved the continuation of the current bank signatories. 
72/25 Risk Assessment 2024/25. 
Council confirmed that a review had been carried out and approved at a meeting held on 9 
May 2024 (minute 62/24). 
73/25 Subscriptions. 
Council reviewed and approved the following subscriptions: 

i. Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 
ii. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils.  

74/25 Direct Debits. 
Council reviewed and approved the following direct debits: 

i. Castle Water 
ii. ICO Data Protection 

COUNCIL 
75/25 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 3 April 2025. 
Council resolved to approve the minutes which were signed by the Chair. 
 
FINANCE 
76/25 Quarter 4 financials. 

i. Council noted and approved the quarter 4 bank reconciliation. 
ii. Council noted and approved the quarter 4 budget. 

77/25  Insurance. 
Council resolved to approve the Zurich insurance quote of £471. 
78/25 Risk Assessment 2025/2026. 
Council completed and approved the risk assessment 2025/2026. 
79/25 Expenditure. 
Council approved the expenditure of £80 + VAT for Playsafety to carry out the annual 
inspection of the play park in July 2025. 
80/25 Payments of Accounts. 
Table 1 List of receipts received. 

Statutory Power Receipts received Description Total 
Small Holdings and 
Allotments Act 1908 

Evins & Paintin Allotment rent £12.00 

Council resolved to authorise the payments.  
John Barneby and Alan Rich signed the invoices as proof of authorisation. 
Table 2 List of expenditure. 

Statutory Power Payments due: Description Total 

BACS LGA1972 s111 Lloyds Bank Bank charges £4.25 

EP299 LG (misc prov) 

Act 1976 s19 
MRH Services Service of play equipment £55.50 

EP300 LGA 1972 S112 T Brock Apr salary £266.60 

BACS LGA1972 s111 Lloyds Bank Bank charges £4.25 

EP301 LGA 1972 s142 Abbey Hill Studios Website domain name and 
hosting 

£50.00 

EP302 LGA 1972 s134 Longcot 
Churchwardens 

Room hire £17.00 

EP303 LGA 1972 S112 T Brock May salary £266.60 

EP304 Accs & audit 

(Eng) regs 2011/817 

Lisa Wilkinson Internal Audit for the y/e 
31/3/2025 

£150.00 

DD LGA 1972 s143 Information 
Commissioners 
Office 

Membership £47.00 

DD Telecom Act 1984 

s97 
EE Mobile – Apr £19.15 
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Statutory Power Payments due: Description Total 

EP305 LG (misc prov) 

Act 1976 s19 
Beckett Agricultural 
Engineers Ltd 

Parts for mower service £426.98 

 
AUDIT 2024/2025 
81/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/2025 form 2 for the 
year ending 31 March 2025. 

i. Council received and noted the Internal Audit report for the year ending 31 March 
2025. 

ii. Council noted that Lisa Wilkinson, Internal Auditor completed and signed the AGAR 
on 19 May 2025. 

iii. Council approved the Certificate of Exemption which was signed by the Chair and 
RO 

iv. Council completed and approved Section1 Annual Governance Statement which was 
signed by the Chair and Clerk. 

v. Council approved Section 2 Accounting Statements which was signed by the Chair 
and RFO. 

vi. Council approved the bank reconciliation. 
vii. Council approved the reconciliation between boxes 7 and 8 of Section 2 of the 

AGAR. 
viii. Council approved the explanation of variances. 
ix. Council approved the breakdown of reserves. 
x. Council noted the commencement date for the exercise of public rights Wednesday 4 

June 2025 to Tuesday 15 July 2025. 
xi. Council noted the year end accounts. 

 
PLANNING 
82/25 Submitted planning application(s).  
Council would submit the following comments. 
Table 3 List of submitted planning applications. 

Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

i P25/V0956/HH 2 Church View Cottage, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7SZ 
Two storey rear and single storey side extension. 
Object. 

Council has studied this application very carefully due to the 
position of the house within the village and with reference to the 
surface water drainage capability of the village in this area. 
 
Council is objecting as Council has a flood plan that requests 
every planning application however small or large must submit a 
drainage map that clearly shows where the surface water is 
being directed to and how. In this case it is really important as 
the property is being enlarged significantly with no reference at 
all to the plan of the surface water. 
 
Council would request in this case that there should be a camera 
survey of what is in place now. The reason for this is that on 23rd 
September Council was called to the neighbouring adjacent 
property to assist with flooding during some heavy rainfall. The 
flow of water coming from the direction of 2 Church View 
Cottages was overwhelming the manhole at no 1 and leading to 
flooding of the household. 
 
Council would request that this application is drawn to the 
attention of Leigh Travers at the Vale for advice on this matter to 
ensure that the proposal would not exacerbate the situation. 
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Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

ii P25/V0951/LB 3 Church View, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7TA 
Proposed replacement windows. 
Response. 

Council has studied the details on the window replacement for 
this application and would have to be guided by the Vales 
Heritage experts’ guidelines as Council did not think that the 
windows were in keeping with a listed property. 

83/25 Permitted planning application. Noted. 
Table 4 List of permitted planning applications. 

Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

i P24/V2670/HH 1 Priory Mead, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7TJ 
Single storey rear extension and new ground floor side facing window, 
(As clarified by a revised drainage strategy rec’d 20/3/2025.) 

84/25 Certificate of Lawful Development application.  
Table 5 List of Certificate of Lawful Development application. 

Ref. Planning 
application number 

Address and proposal 

i P25/V0973/LDP Eyrie, Mallins Lane, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7TE 
Rear single storey extension to detached property, internal alterations 
and demolition of a timber lean-to conservatory to the side. Works to 
include changes to the fenestration. 
Council would submit its concerns to the Planning Officer. 

 

HIGHWAYS 
85/25 Update on any matters. None 
 
PLAY AREA & TRACK 
86/25 Mower Maintenance. 
The mower has been serviced. 
87/25 Play area. 
Nothing to report. 
88/25 Track.  
Nothing to report. 
89/25 Update on other current matters. None 
 
ALLOTMENTS 
90/25 Update on any matters.  
Council agreed to arrange an allotment tenants meeting. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
91/25 Next meeting of the Parish Council. 
TBC 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 
 
 
 
Signed…..........................................Date…..................................2025 


